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The Value of Showing Up
Dear Friends in Christ,
Rex Ryan, head coach of the New York Jets, has
caught flack for his team's mediocre performances in
the past. Being the head coach of a pro football team,
and a losing one at that, opens one to criticism. But,
recently, the guff was different. Ryan was blasted for
leaving the Jets training facility on cutdown day, the day
when pro football teams make cuts to finalize their 53player rosters.
Ryan didn't take off for a round of golf with his buddies
or hit the lake for fishing. It was something else. After
Coach Ryan personally visited with the players being cut, he went to see his son,
Seth, play football. Seth is a walk-on player at Clemson University. The Tigers were
facing a big-time SEC stalwart in the Bulldogs from Georgia that Saturday.
One National Football League exec described Ryan's decision as, "Really weird. I've
never heard of that." Apparently, Rex's dad, Buddy, also a professional coach, didn't
make the same decision. Buddy was all business. He never came to one of Rex's
games. Somewhere along the way, though, Rex sensed that being a father is as
much of a calling as being a football coach.
When those in high profile positions fully commit themselves to their work, we heap
praise on them for their dedication and hard work. Every now and then, however,
someone in one of these positions surprises us, like Rex Ryan. They have kept a
balance between family and work and make decisions based on that equilibrium.
Sure, some see them as, "out of whack." Others know that their priorities are straight.
Rex Ryan will always remember the empty seat in the grandstands from his ballplaying days, but Seth won't. He'll know that his dad was there for him whether or not
he ever gets on the field. Rex Ryan has created a memory, a legacy that every child
would be privileged to cherish and uphold. His coaching has extended far beyond the
sidelines. So, how about a big "high-five" to Rex Ryan, Seth's daddy?
Grace always,

Bill
General Presbyter's Out-of-Office Commitments
September
10 Committee on Ministry, FPC--Conway
15 Preach at Walnut Ridge
15 Installation Service of Lindy Vogado at Second Pres. Little Rock
22 Preach at First Presbyterian, Jonesboro
25 Session Meeting, Central Presbyterian, Russellville
26 Vera Lloyd Board Meeting, Monticello
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Church Employment Opportunities in our Presbytery
Choir Director -- First Presbyterian Church, Harrison, Arkansas, seeks a choir
director for Wednesdays and Sundays. A job description and an application form are
available by contacting the church at 870-741-2464 or jane@fpcharrison.org.
Pianist -- First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville is in need of a pianist. The ability
to play the organ is an asset but is not required. We are a small church of very
friendly people. We are looking for someone to play the piano; someone who will
support our Praise & Worship Band as well as play solo. Church service is 11-12 on
Sundays. The choir and band practice once a week; the pianist would be wanted for
the practice. Salary is negotiable.
Youth Director -- Trinity Presbyterian Church of Little Rock is seeking a Youth
Director. This is a part time position and requires loving the Lord and loving Junior
and Senior High kids. A short job description is available here. If you are interested,
please call the church office at 501-868-5848 or email at office@trinitypreslr.com for
more information.
Youth Intern -- First Presbyterian, Harrison is seeking a young adult who has the
ability to lead our junior and senior high youth into deeper Christian discipleship as
they grow physically, mentally and spiritually. This person would need to be available
on Sundays, mornings and evenings. For a more complete job description and
application form please contact the Pastor/Head of Staff, the Rev. Jane Huffstetler at
jane@fpcharrison.org, check out our website at www.harrisonfpc.org, or contact the
church office at 870/741-2464.
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People and Church News
News of Our People
--Christian sympathy goes to Rev. Nancy Taylor and family on the death of her father, Louis
Torczynski, on August 9, 2013 in Tulsa. Nancy is pastor of First, Mountain Home.
--During its summer graduation ceremonies, Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, conferred the
Master of Arts in Heritage Studies on the Rev. Dr. Emmett Powers, minister member of this
presbytery serving as supply pastor at First, Lonoke. The MA is in conjunction with having completed
all coursework for a PHD in Heritage Studies at the university.
--Rev. Dan Festa has resigned as pastor at Central, Pine Bluff to accept a call as pastor at First
Presbyterian, Marshall (MO) in Missouri Union Presbytery. He is a member of Committee on Christian
Education and his wife Laura is a member of Committee on Preparation for Ministry.
--Josh Bridges has resigned as commissioned ruling elder at First, Beebe to pursue other interests.
--Rev. Bill Bailey, Presbyterian Kirk in the Pines pastor, Hot Springs Village, will host a tour of Greece
and the Greek Isles, In the Footsteps of St. Paul, in March. Those interested in joining Kirk members,
family and friends are welcome. Space is limited. For details, email kirktour@gmail.com.
--Mikael Lindstrom has resigned as music director at First, Clarksville and moved to Dallas. Bethany
Qualls is their Interim Director of Music.
--Congratulations to Rev. Carl and Terry McCormack of Fayetteville on the birth of their third
grandchild (and first granddaughter) Nora Jane McCormack on August 9. Proud parents are Preston
and Leslie McCormack of Fayetteville. Carl is transitional pastor at First, Rogers.
--Jordan Beard is the new intern for worship and children's programs at First, Arkadelphia. She is a

student at Ouachita Baptist University.
--Congratulations to Rev. Bob and Kathleen Hadley of Fairfield Bay on the birth of a granddaughter
Amalie Rose Hadley Gomez, daughter of Drs. Celene and Angel Gomez in San Juan, Puerto Rico on
July 24. Bob is pastor of Kirk of the Hills, Fairfield Bay.
--Rev. Joy Carrington received the Doctor of Ministry degree from Austin Seminary this spring. She
is pastor of Hopewell Presbyterian Church, Morrilton.
--Rev. Jennifer Lord was promoted on July 1 to professor at Austin Seminary. She is a minister
member of the presbytery.

News of Our Congregations and Ministries
--Westminster Presbyterian, Hot Springs plans a day trip to the William J. Clinton Presidential
Library on Sept. 24 and is one of many congregations receiving the denomination's Peacemaking
Offering on Oct. 6.
--First, Morrilton offers Temple Toning, an exercise class, on Tuesday night, Thursday afternoon,
and Friday rnoon.
--Central Presbyterian, Russellville hosted a family swim party on Aug. 11 and acolyte training on
Aug. 18.
--United Campus Ministry on the Fayetteville campus of the University of Arkansas is sending a
mission team to do clean-up of grounds and prayer garden, scrapping paint and touch-up painting as
well as lead worship on Oct. 25-27 at First, Dardanelle.
--First, Springdale took a Family Fun trip on Aug. 14 to a Naturals Baseball game.
--Holiday Island Presbyterian will host a spaghetti dinner on Sept. 23 with proceeds to be split
between Meals on Wheels and Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA).
--First, Prairie Grove welcomed candidate for ministry Becky Purcell as guest preacher in August.
Becky is a student at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, GA.
--First, Harrison enjoyed the church-wide cookout and swim party after worship on August 25.
--Trinity Presbyterian, Little Rock is hosting a fishing derby for the residents of the Vera Lloyd
Presbyterian Home on their Monticello campus on Sept. 21 and offering Kids' Yoga on Thursdays
after school.
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FIRST UNITED, FAYETTEVILLE TO HOST PRESBYTERY
MEETING
On Friday and Saturday, October 4 and 5, 2013, the Presbytery of Arkansas will
gather for the 124th stated meeting at First United Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville.
Registration begins on Friday at 3:00, pre-presbytery workshops are scheduled from
3:30 to 5:00, evening meal is on your own, gavel to begin business at 6:30, opening
worship with Sacrament of the Lord's Supper at 7:00, and reception following.
Saturday's schedule will be 7:45 continental breakfast, 8:30 gavel and morning
prayers, and business to follow with a fund-raiser Mexican mid-day meal prepared by
people of Comunidad Presbiteriana Hispana in Springdale as the finale. Ruling Elder
Sheree Niece will moderate the meeting.
Workshops will offer opportunities to learn about:
Presbytery Restructure Listening Session, Polity Issues and the Small Church,
Congregational Preparedness, and Pastoral Call Process
Highlights will be worship leadership of college students from the United Campus

Ministry at UofA, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, fellowship opportunities,
nomination of committee members for next year, welcoming a new minister and
greetings from the new synod leaders and Austin Seminary.
Join us in the northwest for this fall meeting! Make your lodging reservations ASAP -click here for a list of hotels in the area.
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Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is a mission program of PC(USA)
Q: When is our next opportunity to hear about disaster preparedness-and get a free weather
radio from the Disaster Preparedness & Response Committee (DPRC)?
A: OCTOBER 4, 2013!! The DPRC will offer "Get Ready! Get Set!", a congregational preparedness
workshop, before the presbytery meeting at 1st United Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville. And yes,
as long as supplies last, we will distribute free weather radios to attending churches who need a radio.
Disasters will happen in your community and to your congregation. It's not "if" one will happen, it's
"when". Preparedness helps take some of the pain out of the disaster by mitigating the effects of the
disaster before it happens.

Left to right: Rev. Bill Branch, Ray Stephens, Rev. Mike Kuner, Liz Branch

Ray Stephens, a member of Westover Hills Presbyterian in Little Rock, was commissioned
during morning worship August 18 as a member of the National Response Team (NRT) of
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). Interim Pastor Mike Kuner and NRT members Bill
and Liz Branch led the commissioning service. Ray was selected in early August through a
PDA-led discernment process at Camp Calvin Crest, Fremont, NE. He is available for
responding to natural and human-cause disasters throughout the US and Puerto Rico.
DISASTER COMMITTEE NAMES POINTS OF CONTACT FOR CLUSTERS
Here's some help for your cluster and your congregation to recover from and prepare for

disasters. The Presbytery Disaster Preparedness and Response Committee has named one of
its members to be YOUR cluster point of contact (POC).
What is the advantage of knowing who your POC is?
1) In the case of a disaster in your church or community, the POC can advocate for you at
the presbytery level and help you find the resources you need to recover from the disaster
situation.
2) Your POC is a resource on disaster preparedness for both your cluster and your
congregations. Please invite your POC to speak - or find a speaker for you - at meetings of
your cluster or church.
3) Each year, your POC will call your pastor or clerk to inquire about your congregational
disaster preparedness. S/he can help you get information on being better prepared.
Following, by cluster, are the points of contact (with phone numbers). If you don't know the
person yet, we'd like you to call us and get acquainted:
Cluster 1 - Tom Robertson, 501/425-0233
Cluster 2 - David Boatright, 870/421-2583
Cluster 3 - James Anderson, 870/613-5127
Cluster 4 - Barbara Webb, 501/626-2190
Cluster 5 - Liz Branch, 501/944-9743
Cluster 6 - Scott Howard, 501/206-9628
Cluster 7 - Robert Hadley, 501/654-4100
Cluster 9 - Betty Brown Powell, 501/231-6063
--This message is brought to you by the Presbytery of Arkansas Disaster Preparedness
and Response Committee. Additional information is available at:
http://www.presbyteryofarkansas.org/frmDisasterResponse.aspx
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Resource Center News
by NiAnn Thompson, Resourcing Director
Phone 501.663.2424, ext. 104
Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
RAVE REVIEW from Teaching Elder Sally Johnson, honorably retired and active
at Westover Hills Presbyterian, Little Rock on their adult class study:
"A New Kind of Christianity" by Rev. Dr. Brian D. McLaren deals with "Ten
Questions That Are Transforming the Faith." These questions are 1) What is the
over-arching storyline of the Bible? 2) How should the Bible be understood? 3) Is God violent? 4) Who
is Jesus and why is he important? 5) What is the Gospel? 6) What do we do about the Church? 7)
Can we find a way to address human sexuality without fighting about it? 8) Can we find a better way of
viewing the future? 9) How should followers of Jesus relate to people of other religions? 10) What do
we do now? How can we translate our quest into action?

The first five questions deal with basic theological questions of Christian faith that all Christians need
to consider and have some basic understanding of because they provide the background we need to
deal with the next five questions which address the problems facing the Church of today. Each
chapter contains a fairly detailed Bible study of a passage that relates and interprets the question
discussed. These studies present some new ways of interpreting these often well-known passages.
The entire book is engaging, provocative, and extremely challenging at times. It provides lively group
discussions." The Resource Center also has "A New Kind of Christian" (Acc. #BK9080) by
McLaren.
RAVE REVIEW from Educator Ruth Hamilton, Kirk in the Pines, Hot Springs Village on their justcompleted summer study. They used the Resource Center's kit, Adam Hamilton's "Christianity's
Family Tree" (Acc. #DVD8987, #9524 or #9618) on Christian denominations for eight Thursday
mornings. "All those who took the class enjoyed it. We invited church members to speak on their
former denominations since all we studied were represented in our congregation. That helped us
achieve the objective of appreciating each denomination and the priorities each cherishes."
RAVE REVIEW from General Presbyter Rev. Dr. Bill Galbraith on the books "Simply Jesus" and
"Simply Christianity", both by N.T. Wright and "A People's History of Christianity" by Diana Butler
Bass. All three, Bill reports, come highly recommended and are well done and accessible to adult
readers.
WHY NOT START THE FALL WITH BIBLE BASICS?
Basic Bible study options in YOUR Resource Center are available to your group.
"Journey Through the Word: Exploring Biblical Themes" by James E. Davison and Sara Covin
Juengst adjusts for 6, 8 or 13 weeks.
"The Essential Bible Companion" by Zondervan (recommended to go with The Bible in 90 Days)
provides background, key figures, and themes for every book in the Bible (Acc. #BK9622)
"This Book We Call the Bible" by James Davison (Acc. #BK7799)
"History of the Bible in English" DVD short, excellent study (Acc. #DVD8583)
"The Bible Speaks to You" by Robert McAfee Brown, older book we have in multiple copies (Acc.
#BK1964) is still one of the most accessible introductory books available and may be purchased for $5
per copy at TheThoughtfulChristian.com
REMEMBER OUR ONLINE CATALOG! Just go to the www.presbyteryofarkansas.org website,
click on "Resources," then on "Resource Center" and "click here to search the catalog" to conduct a
simple or advanced search for just the right item.
(The Resource Center receives funding from Presbytery's Committee on Christian Education)
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Presbytery of Arkansas Youth News
YOU Can Make a Difference!
Jeremiah 1: 4-10
Presbytery of Arkansas Jr. High Youthquake 2013
September 27-29 Ferncliff Camp
Open to all current 6th-9th graders & their Adult Advisors
$95 per Youth/ Adult Advisor
$50 per Leader Corps
Keynote--our Presbytery's College Students

Music--Rob Button
Energizers--Hannah McCray and other members
of the Youth Advisory Team
More information can be found at www.presbyteryofarkansas.org
Registration is through churches. Deadline - September 13!
Questions? Contact Britton Varn at 501-663-2424
or britton@presbyteryofarkansas.org
___________________________________________________________

Save the Date!
Jr. High Youth - join the Presbytery of Arkansas at the
Jr. High Jubilee at Mo Ranch!
July 6-10, 2014
Current 6th-8th graders invited
More information will be distributed at the October Presbytery meeting!
_________________________________________________________
2013 Youth Summer Trips--Thank You!!
Thanks to everyone around the Presbytery who made possible the 2013
Youth Summer Trips to the Jr. High Jubilee at Mo Ranch, the Presbyterian
Youth Triennium, and the Montreat Youth Conference! Fifty youth were able
to participate in summer trips (seven of those attended more than one trip!).
We can't wait until next year!

2013 Junior High Jubilee

2013 Youth Triennium

2013 Montreat Youth Conference

_________________________________________________________
Want to stay updated about Youth Ministry happenings in the Presbytery?
"Like"
us on Facebook!
Search
PresbyteryofArkansasYouthMinistry
on Facebook,
or go to
www.facebook.com/PresbyteryofArkansasYouthMinistry
This page is for anyone wishing to stay updated about Youth Ministry happenings in

the
Presbytery -- Youth Workers, parents, youth, Educators, Pastors.
(Presbytery's Youth Ministry received funding from
Presbytery's Committee on Christian Education.)
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Presbytery Invited to Installation
Per the vote of presbytery on June 1, The Banner shares the following information about the
installation of Teaching Elder Lindy Smith Vogado as associate pastor for belonging and
outreach at Second Presbyterian Church, Little Rock:
Sunday, September 15, 2013 at 3:00 pm, with the following to serve on the Commission:
Teaching Elders
Steve Hancock, Second, Little Rock
Marie Mainard O'Connell, First, Little Rock
Robert Williamson, member at large
Don Campbell, Honorably Retired
Ruling Elders
Jackson Farrow, Past Presbytery Moderator, Second, Little Rock (to Moderate)
Peg Falls-Corbitt, First, Conway
Judy Steen, Park Hill, North Little Rock
Guests of the Commission
Jenny McDedvitt, TE, Village Presbyterian Church, Prairie Village, KS
Lee Gordon, RE, Second, Little Rock
The General Committee approved the request that the worship offering recipient be the
Dorothea Hutchinson Fund at Hendrix College, Conway to be set aside for PC(USA)
students on Hendrix's campus.
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Administrative Personnel Association of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and the Book of Order
G-2.1101 Forms of Certified Church Service
Persons may be certified and called to service within congregations, councils and churchrelated entities, serving in staff position. These individuals endeavor to reflect their faith
through their work and to strengthen the church through their dedication. They should be
encouraged by their session and presbytery to meet, or be prepared to meet, the certification
requirements in a handbook provided by a national certifying body approved by the General
Assembly. Names of those who have earned certification through a national certifying body
shall be transmitted to the appropriate body of the General Assembly, which will forward
them to the stated clerk of the presbyteries in which those persons labor.
The Mission of APA
The Mission of APA is to offer opportunities for professional development and personal

growth for those called by God to serve as support staff of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
This mission is accomplished by providing continuing education events for certification and
occasions for fellowship, worship and spiritual nurture and prayer at both National and
Regional meetings as well as seminary sponsored training events. (adopted July 1999)
To help fulfill the Mission of APA and Book of Order item, G-2.1101, the Southwest Region of
APA is offering a conference in Little Rock October 17-19. Classes offered are:
* Theology
* Spiritual Growth & Discipline
* PCUSA History Since Reunion
* Risk Management
* Book of Confessions
* Healthy Lifestyles (includes participation in Race for the Cure)
* The Church and Persons with Disability
* Pastoral Care for Self and Others
* Social Media
* Microsoft Access
* Board of Pensions Benefits Plan
For more information, go to www.pcusa-apa.org, or contact pamluther@secondpreslr.org.
Scholarships are available.

Pam Luther

President-elect, APA Southwest Region
501-227-0000 or pamluther@secondpreslr.org
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Presbytery Mission Trip to Moore, OK
Who: Anyone (age 18 and older) is invited to go on this trip.
When: We will leave on Sunday, October 13th and return Saturday, October 19th
What: While specifics are still unknown, most likely we will be doing clean-up and
light construction assistance work.
Where: We will be working in the area of Moore, OK
Why: We want to help to rebuild and restore hope to the people of Moore, OK.
Cost: The cost is $100.00. We will be housed in a local church.
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:
October 1, 2013
MORE INFORMATION:

Contact Susie Wright (501.525.1367 or 501.620.3335)
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United Campus Ministry News
Would you like to follow what's going on at United Campus Ministry at the University of
Arkansas? We have an app for that! Download the UCM app on your iPhone, iPad and
Android to follow our events. A generous grant from the Synod allowed us to launch this idea
of how we share the Good News in the 21st century on a college campus.
Did you know that the University of Arkansas has the biggest Panhellenic recruitment in the
nation? This year, almost 1400 young women "rushed." United Campus Ministry marked its
fourth year as a "rest station," offering water, lemonade, snacks, and a welcoming smile to all
the young women who came through our building. Our hospitality once again made us the
favorite spot in between parties. We had several hundred young women using our building
every day during the 7 day recruitment process. You can see pictures on our Facebook
page, UCM at the U of A.
For information about upcoming "UKirk" events, click here for a flyer. Highlights include:
--Regional UKirk gathering in Oxford, MS (Sep 20-22)
--Junior High YouthQuake Leader Corps in Little Rock, AR (Sep 27-29)
--College Age Weekend Retreat in Dardanelle, AR (Oct 26-27)
--Montreat College Conference in Montreat, NC (Jan 2-5, 2014)
(UCM receives funding from Presbytery's Committee on Christian Education)
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Ethical Care Conference
October 16-19
Presbyterians for Earth Care will hold their 2013 Conference at Ferncliff Camp and
Conference Center in Little Rock. For a full brochure, click here.
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September 11th Interfaith Gathering-"Compassion in Action"
The Interfaith Center and the Arkansas House of Prayer invite you to "Compassion in
Action" on September 11th from 6:00-7:00 on the grounds of St. Margaret's
Episcopal Church (2900 Chenal Parkway, Little Rock, AR 72223). For a full-color
brochure, click here.
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Mediation Skills Training Event -- January, 2014
Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders will be presented January
20-24, 2014 at Ferncliff Camp & Conference Center, Little Rock, Arkansas. A
combination of lectures, discussion and guided practice in role plays, the training will
equip people in skills for mediating interpersonal, multi-party, and congregational
conflict.
The event is sponsored by the Presbytery of Arkansas (PCUSA), and is open to
participants of other denominations.
For registration information, call the Rev. Dr. Bill Galbraith, General Presbyter, at
501-663-2424, ext. 101, or email bill@presbyteryofarkansas.org.
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Prayer List for Congregations -- 2013 can be found here.
(Note: some web browsers may require you to press and hold the "Ctrl" key while you click the link to
reach the linked website).
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Click here for the latest PW newsletter
Back to the top of this email

Presbytery Calendar

PRESBYTERY STAFF:
General Presbyter BILL GALBRAITH
Stated Clerk CATHY ULRICH
Resourcing Director & Assistant Stated Clerk NIANN THOMPSON
Director of Mission Support KENNETH RICH
Presbytery Evangelist JESSE GONZALEZ
Staff Resource for Youth BRITTON VARN
Staff Resource for Congregational Care & Development MICHAEL VINSON
Treasurer WES SHAVER
Moderator of Presbytery SHERÉE NIECE
Vice Moderator of Presbytery CLARE KELLEY
Moderator of the General Committee DAVID DYER
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The Presbytery of Arkansas is a governing body of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
which is part of the Reformed family of churches within the universal Church of Jesus
Christ. Our vision is to make visible the body of Christ (Acts II).
We are composed of over 14,000 Presbyterians gathered in 87 active churches, two
new church developments and two fellowships located in various towns and cities in
the northern two-thirds of the State of Arkansas.
Phone 501.663.2424 Fax 501.224.2429 http://www.presbyteryofarkansas.org
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